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PTA President’s Column 
 

Ever since I was a child, I looked forward to the 

start of the school year as much as I looked forward 

to the end of the school year in June.  I loved the idea 

of having a fresh start in September, marked by all 

things new:  clothes, school supplies, classes, 

schedules and teachers.  I continue to live my life by 

maintaining the same routine and rhythms of 

beginnings in September and endings in June.   

This school year was no different.  I enjoyed the 

anticipation of starting as PTA president and 

wondered how my tenure would pan out.  I was faced 

with a school population on the verge of changing 

boundaries and the impending budget cuts facing 

MCPS.  Several groups not only lobbied the 

superintendent’s office to expand our boundary to 

ensure a viable population in the Academy, but also 

to suspend forthcoming cuts to both programs.  So 

with both issues looming on the horizon, we marched 

ahead with planning to celebrate the ten-year 

anniversary of SCES and raise $10,000 to mark the 

occasion.  We did not expect to meet the goal, but 

with the efforts and generosity of so many volunteers, 

the goal was not only achieved; it was surpassed by 

over $5,000.   As a result, the school has received a 

new mobile computer lab, subscriptions to several 

kid friendly magazine such as Time for Kids, A to Z 

book reading series, and subscriptions to French 

language magazines for the French immersion 

classrooms. 

(continued on page 2) 

 

Principal’s Letter 
 

Dear Parents and Families, 

It is that time of year when we are 

frantically determined to finish this year with 

enthusiasm and excellence in our instructional 

program.  Yet,  the coming year looms quickly on the 

horizon.  We have a great deal to accomplish and 

time seems to be slipping away. 

We are in the process of developing our 

master schedule for next year. We anticipate that 

there will be changes in the schedule but our goal is 

to keep the changes at a minimum.  It takes a great 

deal of time and requires a great deal of give and take 

on behalf of the staff to develop the schedule  Unless 

one has been involved in developing the master 

schedule, one is not aware that requesting a shift of 

only 5 minutes can result in major changes for the 

entire school. 

One of the complaints that we have is that 

we start lunch at 10:45 a.m.  Due to the number of 

students at every grade level, we have 6 lunch shifts 

and we must be out of the cafeteria by 2:00.  We have 

no other choice in  the start time for lunch.  The 

alternative would be to have two grade levels share 

the same lunch/recess period.  This would place close 

to 200 students in the cafeteria and on the recess field 

at the same time. That has not worked well in the 

past. 

Concurrently we are making decisions for 

classroom locations for next year. We will be losing 

two portables and all classrooms will be coming into 

the building. The three remaining portables will be 

used for specials, shared space for offices and 

potentially continued use as our conference room. 

This is also the time of year when parents 

begin calling and emailing requests for classroom 

placement for the coming year. There is a great deal 

to be considered when placing students in a class. We 

look at many factors in making placements. We 

consider the total make up of the class as well as the 

teaching style of the teacher and the specific learning 

styles of students.   Student profile sheets were sent 

home so that we have an opportunity to gain 

additional insight from you related to your child.  I 

respectfully request that parents refrain from 

requesting a specific teacher.  We do not consider 

parent requests in making classroom decisions.  To 

honor one request would mean that we should honor 

all requests and that is just not possible.  Thank you 

in advance for your cooperation.  

 

(continued on page 2) 
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(PTA President’s Column, Continued from page 1)
 

As my year has drawn to a close, I want to thank 

everyone who has spent countless hours volunteering 

in the classrooms and on the playground, setting up 

school events, writing letters, sending petitions, and 

spearheading evening events.  It really made a 

difference in building a stronger community.  I want 

to personally thank the dedication of the Executive 

Board members, Yasmina Mudarres, Sara Melnick, 

Laura Foradori, Suzanne Chartol and Diane Kelleher 

for making my job so much easier.  There were many 

points during the year when five brains were better 

than one.  In addition, Rob Gronda, Cori Vanchieri 

and Liz Skinner Grondonico deserve many thanks for 

their dedication and effort in coordinating the 

amazing fundraisers held this year.  A shout out also 

goes to my husband Chris, who has stepped up to the 

plate on more than one occasion to help with events.   

As I presided over my last PTA meeting on 

Tuesday, the discussion continued to focus on the 

needs of the school.  Although we celebrated our 

fundraising efforts, we are now are faced with one 

class in the fourth grade next year and we continue to 

juggle resources in the face of more cuts.  Although I 

step down as PTA president, I will remain involved 

to ensure that all of our children’s needs are met as I 

hope you do as well.  Please support our new co-

presidents, Diane Kelleher and Stuart Kern, in 

making next year better than the last.  Thank you for 

a great year. 

Jennifer Lage 

PTA President 

 

(Principal’s Letter, Continued from page 1)
 

Several have asked about summer school.  We 

have been selected as a regional summer school site.  

Forms have gone home if you are interested in your 

child attending.  Information can be found at 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/

extendedhours/summerschool/elementary.shtm 

 The registration deadline is June 10
th

.  Ms. Brown 

will be the summer school administrator.  The office 

is open during the summer in the event that you need 

information from us.  We will be busy preparing for 

the coming year!  

 With our boundary changes, we will sadly be 

telling many of our students good bye when school 

closes.  Grade levels will be having good bye parties 

for children leaving us.  With the many challenges 

that this change has made, we still have had an 

extremely successful year. We will adjust to 

whatever new challenges we face for the coming year 

with whatever resources we have. We are confident 

in our ability to provide the outstanding academic 

program that we have always provided.   We 

appreciate your confidence in us as we move into the 

2010-2011 school year.   

 Please enjoy the lazy, hazy days of summer with 

your child.  Those “babies” grow up all too quickly.  

READ, READ, READ with your child over the 

summer. It will pay off in the fall. Have a restful, 

stress free summer. 

Sincerely, 

Diantha Swift

 

 

 

PTA Officers for Next Year 
Nominations for the 2010-2011 PTA Executive Board were presented at the June 1 PTA meeting. All nominations 

were accepted and all nominees were voted in as our incoming PTA officers.  Thank you to everyone who helped 

with the nomination process and to the following people who have volunteered to serve as our new officers in the 

coming school year. 

 

Co-Presidents:  Diane Kelleher and Stuart Kern 

Vice President for Communications and Operations:  Andrea Savoye 

Vice President for Events and Fundraising: Jennifer Calvert 

Vice Presidents for Academic and Community Support: Laura Foradori and Alice Vorosmarti 

Treasurer: Andrew Schulman 

Secretary: Suzanne Chartol 

 

 

 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/extendedhours/summerschool/elementary.shtm
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/extendedhours/summerschool/elementary.shtm
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Messages from our Incoming Co-Presidents of the SCES PTA 
 

I'm thrilled to be serving as co-President next 

year with Stuart Kern.  I'm a new parent at the 

school; my daughter is in kindergarten.  I've got a 2 

year old at home as well, so Sligo Creek will be my 

home for a while!  I filled in as Secretary for the PTA 

starting at the end of January, and it's been a 

wonderful few months.  The parent and staff 

dedication to the school is amazing to see, and I hope 

next year offers more of the same.  I've really 

enjoying meeting other Sligo Creek parents at the 

various PTA events this year.   

 

When I'm not helping out with the PTA, I work 

as an attorney at the Department of Justice doing civil 

defense litigation. 

 

I know that next year will bring even more 

challenges to Sligo Creek with further budget 

reductions and adjustments to the decreased size of 

the Academy program (particularly with respect to 

the kids who will be entering 4th grade in the fall).  

The PTA will do all it can to help Sligo Creek meet 

those challenges.  To make sure our school is 

supported, and that parent voices are heard and 

heeded, I hope you'll consider contributing your time 

and energy to the PTA.  

 

Diane Kelleher 

I'm excited to join Diane as co-president of the 

PTA. We've got a great school, with warm and 

professional teachers, administration, and staff, and 

engaged parents, and I appreciate the opportunity to 

get more involved in the PTA. I've worked on several 

PTA projects - meeting with our state legislators in 

Annapolis on school funding issues, testifying to the 

Board of Education on budget issues - but this will be 

my first Board position with the PTA. 

 

I have two daughters at SCES, in first and third 

grades. By day (between trips to school), I make 

custom furniture. I'm also a serious endurance runner, 

happy to share my thoughts on training and racing. 

 

I'm deeply appreciative of the PTA officers and 

committee chairs for all the work they have done 

building a healthy and vibrant PTA, and of the many 

parents who volunteer to help with the myriad tasks 

that support our school.  I've gotten to work with 

many parents as we arrange class parties, volunteer at 

field day, mentor 4th and 5th grade science fair 

candidates, run the book fair, serve spaghetti, arrange 

and deliver flowers to teachers. This is all hard work 

that invariably pops up at inopportune times, but over 

the course of a year - and over the course of the six-

plus years we may spend at SCES - we get to know 

each other and each others' families, and we build a 

community. 

 

Stuart Kern 

 

 

 

PTA Book Share 
Sligo Creek's annual Book Share is June 9-11. It's a time 

for every student to add a few books to their home library-

-FOR FREE!  For some of our students, this is the only way 

to get to own some books. 

 

Teachers also use the Book Share as an opportunity to 

restock their classroom libraries. Books and magazines, in 

English, French, and Spanish are needed, so start checking 

your shelves and send them in. Books can be brought to 

the workroom near the Gym and placed under the tables. 

Volunteers will be needed to help sort.  Middle and High 

School students needing SSL hours can help too. If you 

have questions or can help, please contact Judy Ehrenstein 

at:  judy.ehrenstein@alumni.indiana.edu 
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Year-End BBQ Party  

 
At 

Sligo Creek Elementary  
Friday, June 11 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

(no rain date) 

/ŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦΧΦ ŎƻƳŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ t¢! ƻƴ 
the playground for 

Volleyball, Basketball,  
Music from Mr. Baldwin 

$5 for: 
Burger or Hot Dog, Chips, Drink and Watermelon 

We need an accurate head count to order the food, so please 
RSVP to Rob & Kelley Gronda krgronda@aol.com  

and bring cash to the party! 
 

 

 

PTA and School Calendar 2010 
 

June 9-11 Book Share  

June 10 Instrumental Music Concert 6-8 pm in the Gym 

June 11 End of Year Party 6-8 pm 

June 16 Last day of school for Students – Early Dismissal at 12:55 pm  

June 23 Report cards mailed  
 

 
SLIGO CREEK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PTA 
Sligo Creek Elementary School 
500 Schuyler Rd 
Silver Spring MD 20910 
 
PTA Web site: http://www.scespta.org/ 
 

Jennifer Lage, President 
jennylage@gmail.com 

 
Suzanne Chartol, Treasurer 
Diane Kelleher, Secretary 
Sara Melnick, Vice President for Events & Fundraising 
Yasmina Mudarres,  Vice President for Coordination 
Laura Foradori, Vice President for Academic Support 
 
Alice Vorosmarti, Newsletter Editor 
  vorosmarti@verizon.net Have a Great 

Summer!!  

mailto:krgronda@aol.com
http://www.scespta.org/
mailto:jennylage@gmail.com
mailto:vorosmarti@verizon.net

