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PTA President’s Column

Sometimes we realize we missed an opportunity
to thank someone when it is too late. The following
is the letter my husband Chris wrote to Eloise Gale’s
parents after we learned of her untimely death. His
words not only resonated with me the impact a
teacher can have on our children, but also
recognizing how our children can have an impact on
others. | hope Eloise’s parents cherish the fact that
their daughter made a huge difference in the life of
our daughter.

I am a parent of one of Eloise’s kindergarten
students at the Sligo Creek Elementary School in
Silver Spring, Maryland. | am writing this letter
because | want you to know that your daughter made
a real and lasting difference in the lives of her
students in the short time she worked at our school, in
the previous school year. In the case of my daughter,
Madeleine, Eloise was one of the greatest influences
in her life. Madeleine started kindergarten with a
lack of self-confidence, little interest in learning, and
almost no ability to read. She took to Eloise on the
very first day of school, and was uncharacteristically
positive about her new teacher when she came home
from school that day. Eloise and Madeleine quickly
developed a close personal bond, which | had the
pleasure of witnessing on the many occasions that |
visited the classroom and participated in class field
trips. Eloise provided the nurturing Madeleine
needed at the outset of her education while
maintaining high standards of achievement. Within a
few months, Eloise had brought about a complete
turnaround in Madeleine’s attitude and instilled in her
a love of learning. By the end of the school year,
Madeleine was reading. And, Eloise had placed her
in an accelerated math class, something | never
would have dreamed of just a few months earlier.

At home, Madeleine spent hours making cards
and drawings for Eloise. It seems like there was a
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new card every other day. Even after Eloise moved
to Texas, the cards continued. Madeleine mailed
cards to Eloise, and Eloise sent Madeleine a postcard
from Galveston, which she cherishes and will soon be
framed. Out of the four years my two children have
been at the school, Eloise was the only teacher that
we made an effort to stay in touch with after the
teacher-student relationship ended. Madeleine was
so excited when she had the chance to see Eloise a
few months ago when she came back to visit the
school. Upon seeing Eloise, my wife and | realized
we were just as excited as Madeleine. Eloise once
confided in me that she loved Madeleine, which |
took literally and which | understood without Eloise
having to say it.

Several days ago, after hearing about what
happened to Eloise, my wife and | had to have the
most difficult discussion we’ve ever had with
Madeleine. 1 found that I could not actually bring
myself to say the words to her, but she could tell
from my wife’s and my tears what we were trying to
say. | know she can’t really appreciate the
significance, I can’t seem to come to grips with it
myself. It was plain to me that Eloise was an
extremely talented, motivated and genuine person.
When I think of her now, the two thoughts foremost
in my mind are that she was full of promise and that |
wish | could have known her better. | know that
nothing can ever take away the anguish you must be
feeling, but | wanted you to know what an impact she
had on my family. | know that other families share
our opinion. Plans are currently underway to plant a
memorial tree on the school grounds to keep Eloise’s
presence alive and honor her dedication to her
students. We will always remember Eloise with deep
affection and gratitude.

Jennifer Lage
PTA President




Principal’s Letter

Dear Parents and Families,

By the time you receive this, we will be quickly
approaching the Maryland School Assessment
(MSA). Detailed information about the MSA can be
found on the web at:
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/testin
a/msa/ Additionally, sample questions are on the
web as well. We have been involved in preparing our
students to take the MSA providing test preparation
as this will be the first time our 3" graders have taken
this test.

The state determines our testing window and
which exam will be administered on which day. Our
testing schedule is as follows:

READING
Monday March 8" Grades 3 & 4
Tuesday March 9™ Grades 3 & 4

Wednesday March 10" Grade 5
Thursday March 11" Grade 5

MATH
Friday March 12" Grades 3 & 4
Monday March 15th Grades 3 & 4

Tuesday March 16" Grade 5
Wednesday March 17" Grade 5

MAKE UP DAYS
Thursday, Friday March 18"/19"
Monday, Tuesday March 22"%/23"

As always, please make sure your child arrives
at school on time. Students are always expected to
BE IN THE CLASSROOM at 9:15 a.m. in their seat,
ready to learn. Testing will begin promptly at 9:30
a.m. Itis critical that every child is here every day.
Please do not schedule any appointments or vacations
that will require students to miss school during the
MSA testing window. We know your child will be
well rested and well fed as always. Snacks will be
provided by the PTA during the testing period. We
understand that a student may be absent due to
illness. While we do have a make-up window, we
hope that we can complete as much assessing as
possible during the regular exam weeks.

This year due to time constraints, we will not be
having a Pep Rally. A good alternative was to have
Spirit Week the week prior to MSA.

Spring Break is right on the heels of our testing.
This year Spring Break is March 29" — April 6.
Students will return to school on April 7". While we
did have an additional and unplanned “Snow Break”,
we are still looking forward to a break. We come
back reenergized and prepared to take on the
challenges that the end of the year brings.

As we think about moving into the 4" marking
period, we know that we still have important work to
do. We appreciate your partnership in your child’s
education.

Sincerely,
Diantha Swift

PTA Sponsored After School Programs: Thank You and Heads Up

for Spring

Thank you to the following parent volunteers who have helped out on-site during the winter session: Judy

Ehrenstein, Tina Horstmann, and Lesley Gramaglia.

And a huge thank you to the following SCES teachers who let us use their classroom one day a week this
session: Ms. Murray, Ms. Cissel, Ms. Lightfoot, and Ms. Jennings.

The Spring Session of Afterschool Programs will begin after spring break. Registration information will be
available at the PTA website and on the PTA bulletin board outside the main office at school the week of March 8-
12, and will go home in Friday folders on March 12. All registrations are due by Thursday March 18.

Please start saving glass flower vases. During staff appreciation week (early May), we arrange

(;? Upcoming Staff Appreciation Week

vase of flowers for each staff member at SCES. We'll have a collection spot soon in the front
office so please put any you have aside. Thank you!!
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Marianne Quinn & Kari McDonough
Staff Appreciation Committee
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: WE NEED YOUR HELP!

PTA Nomination Committee

A new nomination committee is being formed to identify candidates for the 2010-2011 PTA Executive Board. If
you are interested in participating in the committee, or in volunteering to be on the PTA Executive Board, or one of
the many PTA committees, please contact Diane Kelleher (diane.kelleher@gmail.com).

Silent Auction on April 23

Parent volunteers are needed to organize baskets for each grade level and to help follow-up with contacting
businesses to donate items for the auction. Please contact Cori Vanchieri, if you can help with this event
(corivan@verizon.net).

If you would like to place an advertisement in the silent auction book, please see page 7 for the agreement form.

Calllng All Art Enthusiasts!

The Annual SCES Art Show will be on May 27" from 6:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. Everyone is invited to this
J / / wonderful event that will display artwork created by all Sligo Creek students.
To make this event happen the art teachers (Ms. Carol Lightfoot and Ms. Lisa Jennings) will need to rely
on help from volunteers. This year the art teachers will not be provided substitute teacher time to set-up
the art show, so they will have to depend on our dedicated parents, grandparents, uncles, aunts, etc. to
make this event a reality.

Volunteers are needed to work with Ms. Lightfoot and Ms. Jennings to prep the artwork (between now and May
26™), move the display panels when they arrive on Tuesday, May 25", hang the artwork on the panels, prep the gym
the day of the event, and set-up, create and display the welcoming sign in the front hallway for the day of the event,
and take the artwork down on Friday, May 28" .

May 27" feels like it’s a long way off in the future, but the reality is there are many, many hours of work that go into
this exciting event. The art teachers love doing the work, but they MUST have our volunteers coordinated and ready
to help.

If you are interested in helping with this event, please contact Ms. Lightfoot (Carol P_Lightfoot@mcpsmd.org).

B I/EAAIRIN GENEVVS)

We have just learned that the Sligo Creek E.S. National Geographic Bee winner, 5™ grader Martin
Glusker, has qualified to represent our school at the state level of the National Geographic Bee!!!
Congratulations, Martin!!! What wonderful news!

The state Bee will be held on Friday, April 9, 2010. We wish Martin much success in the Maryland State
Bee!

Page | 3



mailto:diane.kelleher@gmail.com
mailto:Carol_P_Lightfoot@mcpsmd.org

New School Mural

For anyone entering the school through the canopy
doors recently, it is hard not to notice the beautiful new
mural on the wall above the grand staircase. This design
was the gift of the late Tove Johansen, the artist who
created and installed the murals in the hallway to the right
of the office, when our school was still Blair High School.

Diantha Swift researched the history of the murals last
spring with the hope of contacting the artist to discuss
needed repairs to the artwork already in the school and the
vision of a mural to celebrate the 10 year anniversary of
Sligo Creek ES. She was fortunate enough to locate her in
McLean, VA and to invite Tove Johansen to our school last
summer, where she was able to see and touch her artwork
from the 1980s, an opportunity that she had not had in any

French Immersion News

FRENCH IMMERSION OPEN HOUSE DATES
The last Open House dates for families interested in
the French Immersion program at our school is
March 25, 2010. The open houses will be from 9:30
sharp to 10:45 and it includes a tour of the school and
immersion classes, as well as a question and answer
period with the principal, Diantha Swift, and the
immersion program coordinator, Donna Gouin.

These sessions are not for children, but are designed
for prospective parents interested in enrolling in the
future. No prior registration is necessary. Please
encourage anyone you know who is interested in
immersion to attend.

APPLYING TO IMMERSION PROGRAMS
The window for applying to immersion programs will
be from February 1 to April 23, 2010. Application to
immersion programs is by an Immersion Interest
Form which will be available in late January on the
website listed below for the Division of Consortia
Choice. All parents applying for an immersion
program MUST fill out and submit this form during
that time frame, even if you have a sibling already
in the program! The lottery will be held in early
May.

Parents interested in learning more about the
application process for MCPS immersion programs
can email Mme Gouin
(Donna_M_Gouin@mcpsmd.org) or consult the
Division of Consortia Choice and Application
Program Services (DCCAPS) at
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/special
programs/
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of the other Montgomery County schools that display her
art.

Due to her failing health, Tove requested that Alfredo
Ratinoff, her assistant during the mural projects in the
1980s, carry out the needed repairs. He started this work
last summer on the day that Tove Johansen passed away.
Alfredo Ratinoff was also the artist that transformed Tove's
design into the mural at the entrance of our school, which
was unveiled at a dedication ceremony on February 22.

Thank you to the artists involved in the creation of this
mural and to Diantha Swift for her persistence in finding
Tove Johansen. The gift she received in knowing that her
art is cherished and appreciated was kindly returned by her
gift of this design for our school.

FIFTH GRADE IMMERSION PARENTS

If you are interested in your child attending the
French Immersion continuation program at SSIMS,
you must fill out a COSA (Change of School
Assignment) form during the transfer period, from
Feb. 1 to April 1. This is obtained at your home
middle school, and submitted to the principal at
that school. It is automatically accepted, but must
be filled out. If SSIMS is your home middle school,
you do not need to fill out a COSA.

CAMP FOR SCES FRENCH IMMERSION
STUDENTS

We’d like to remind parents that the deadline is
coming up this month for the French immersion
camp registration. There will be two sessions, June
21 —July 2, 2010 and July 6 — July 16, 2010. If
MCPS extends the school year, the first session
will be decreased by the number of days that
school is in session that first week, and the fee will
be adjusted accordingly. The second session will
stay the same.

Parents who wish to register their student(s) need to
have their deposits with registration form in by
March 24, 2010. More forms can be found in the
front office, or by emailing Mme Gouin at
Donna_M_Gouin@mcpsmd.org.
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SCES ANTI-LITTER POSTER CONTEST
Keep Sligo Creek Clean - Stop the Litter
Open to ALL SCES Students
Drop-off Entries in the Main Office by March 26th
1%, 2" and 3" Place Winners for Each Grade
all posters will be displayed throughout the school

CONTEST RULES: Artwork may not be larger than 11 x 17-inch poster paper. All artwork must be the sole and
original work of the student. No computer generated images. Only one entry per student.

Questions? Email Gina Riazi at riazifamily@gmail.com

Free poster paper available in the art room

The theme for the Anti-littering contest is Keep Sligo Creek Clean — Stop the Litter. Before making the poster,
think about the following facts about litter:

e Plastic litter (bottles, bags and wrappers) make up most of the litter in the creek.
e Most litter gets into the creek from people dropping trash along the sidewalks and roads. Rain water washes the
litter into storm drains that empty into Sligo Creek.
e Litter can harm wildlife in many ways:
o Animals such as fish and tadpoles can get caught in bottles and bags.
o Some types of litter can leak toxic chemicals that make the water unsafe.
o Some animals mistake pieces of plastic litter for food, especially birds. Birds sometimes feed the litter to
their chicks — often the chicks die from poisoning or starvation.
o Trash in Sligo Creek can be carried all the way to the Atlantic Ocean. Sea turtles often think floating plastic
bags are jelly fish — their favorite food. Plastic bags get stuck in their stomachs and kill them.
e  Some types of litter contain pollutants or can be dangerous to children.
e  Litter attracts bacteria and rats.
e Litter makes our community look dirty and it’s just plain ugly to have litter on the ground and in the creek!

PTA and School Calendar 2010

March 8-17 MSA Testing Grades 3-5

March 25 French Immersion Open House 9:30 am
March 29- April 6 Spring Break

April 7 PTA Meeting 7 pm
April 23 Silent Auction

SLIGO CREEK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PTA

Sligo Creek Elementary School Suzanne Chartol, Treasurer
500 Schuyler Rd Diane Kelleher, Secretary
Silver Spring MD 20910 Sara Melnick, Vice President for Events & Fundraising
Yasmina Mudarres, Vice President for Coordination
PTA Web site: http://www.scespta.org/ Laura Foradori, Vice President for Academic Support
Jennifer Lage, President Alice Vorosmarti, Newsletter Editor
jennylage@gmail.com vorosmarti@verizon.net; (301)495-0821
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Sligo Creek Elementary School T-Shirts
and Calendars are almost gone!

Supplies are limited — order now!

T-Shirts are all cotton and feature the SCES 10 Year Anniversary logo. Adult
t-shirts are $12; child t-shirts are $10.

3= Calendar is pre-printed with important MCPS, SCES and
/@@W PTA dates. Calendars are $10.

—

@ﬂ All proceeds from the sales of calendars and t-shirts go towards the 10 for
10/dix pour dix ~ campaign. The goal of this campaign is to raise $10,000
for the purchase of a mobile computer lab for our students.

SCES T-Shirt & Calendar Order Form

Child Name: CS‘LIGO CR{LEKJ
Parent Name: ﬁ/ dix années

TEN YEARS
Teacher:
Address:
Phone: E-mail:
Item Price Quantity/Size Total

Calendar $10

Adult t-shirt $12 S M L XL

Child t-shirt $10 S M L

Minus Discount
If you purchase any 3 items, subtract $1,
If you purchase any 4 items, subtract $2
If you purchase any 5 items, subtract $3
If you purchase any 6 items, subtract $4 etc.
Subtotal
Tax (please add 6% MD sales tax)
TOTAL

The SCES PTA accepts cash and checks. Please make checks payable to SCES PTA. All orders will be
delivered via your childdéds backpack. Thank you for suppo
and the 10 for 10/dix pour dix campaign!

PLEASE SUBMIT ORDERS ALONG WITH PAYMENT IN
AN ENVELOPE MARKED»HARITA ORDERSO.
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Support SCE&nd raise awareness for your business
(or just give a shout out to your great Students or Teachers!)

ADVERTISE IN THE SILENT AUCTION BOOK
3" x 2" - Business Card Size - $20 4" x 5" 0 1/4 Page - $40
8" x 5" - Half Page - $65 8.5"x 11" - Full Page - $125

2010 SILENT AUCTION AD AGREEMENT FORM

Name of donor:
Address:

City, State, Zip:
Telephone:
E-mail address:

AGREEMENT: The enclosed advertisement will be used for the Sligo Creek
Elementary School PTA Silent Auction on April 23, 2010. Advertisements
must be received by March 19, 2010 to be reproduced in the Auction Book. The
SCES PTA reserves the right not to publish any advertisement and issue a full
refund.

Signature Date

Advertisements will be photocopied in black and white from the original you
email us (skinnerliz@yahoo.com) or we can help you put together a simple ad.
Greetings to students or teachers are welcomed. A check payable to: SCES PTA
must accompany this completed form. Please return form to the office or mail to:

Sligo Creek ES PTA Questions?

c/o Liz Grandonico Call Liz Grandonico

4513 Edgefield Roadr at 301-641-6788
Kensington, MD 20895 or skinnerliz@yahoo.com
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