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PTA President’s Column 
 

We all are raising our children in the best way 

we can.  As my children achieved each 

developmental milestone, we rejoiced.  Yet with the 

achievement of one milestone, it meant we were 

faced with the challenges of the next one.   

Remember enjoying the first steps of your child; then 

dreading chasing the toddler around public places?  

How about clapping when your child ―used the 

potty‖; then hearing ―Mommy, I go potty‖ while 

sitting in traffic on 95 with nowhere to go?  Or the 

pride of watching your child ride a two wheel bike 

with his best buddy on a family outing in Bethesda; 

then the angst of riding a scooter down the Capital 

Crescent Trail into Georgetown praying nothing 

happened to them?  Okay, maybe you did not 

experience the last scenario, but we did. 

 

Now we are faced with teaching our children 

about the realities of the world.  Unfortunately, the 

earthquake in Haiti provided a much needed and 

valuable lesson to my son about poverty, death, 

resiliency, and community.  He learned a sobering 

lesson of how fortunate he is in the face of such 

destruction in a place so far away.  We reiterated the 

importance of giving to others because we are able.  

Yet, I think he gained a better understanding of the 

impact by being a part of the school’s SGA.  As a 

group, they brainstormed ideas, narrowed down their 

list, and implemented a plan.  Be on the lookout for 

collection jars labeled ―Change for Haiti‖ and make 

sure you attend the school’s talent show in May.  So 

although, it is still our responsibility to raise a caring, 

empathic, and charitable child, he is learning valuable 

lessons from his community at school.  He is growing 

up, helping making a difference, and I thank school 

staff for giving him the opportunity.  Thank you 

SCES. 

 

Jennifer Lage 

PTA President 

 

Principal’s Letter 
 

Dear Parents and Families, 

 

I am not sure whether it is the snow and ―no 

school‖ days, or just the time of year when it seems 

as though so many things need to be done.  Everyone 

is feeling the stress of too much to do and too little 

time.   

 

We do need to celebrate the new mosaic mural 

that will be unveiled this month.  You are invited to 

the unveiling on Feb. 22
nd

 at 10:00 a.m.  We will 

have a brief ceremony followed by refreshments.  

Please let us know if you plan to attend.  The mural is 

a gift from the artist in celebration of our 10 years, 

who designed the other murals that hang in our 

entrance and kindergarten hallway. We are fortunate 

to be the recipient of such a wonderful gift.  We 

would love to see you at the unveiling! 

 

As we begin to plan for our enrollment changes 

next year, several meetings will be held.  We will be 

meeting with the families who will be leaving us.  On 

Feb. 23
rd

, Mr. Bruce Crispell, from the Division of 

Long Range Planning, will meet with us related to 

the boundary changes.  We will meet at 7:00 p.m. in 

the gym. This meeting is only for families who will 

be leaving Sligo Creek, either this fall or next fall.  

We will also be meeting with the new families from 

East Silver Spring, who will be a new addition to our 

community.  We do not have a date for that meeting 

at this time.   

 

We still have no information related to our status 

as a focus school for next year.  A school is 

designated a focus school based on the poverty level 

of the school.  The impact of losing the focus status 

would mean that we could no longer have reduced 
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(Continued from page 1, Principal’s Letter)

class sizes in kindergarten, first and second grade.  

Additionally, we could no longer have any focus para 

educator positions.  While the poverty level of many 

schools around us has gone up, our poverty level has 

not increased significantly.  We will let you know 

when we have any additional information. 

 

Schools are to receive their staffing allocations in 

early March.  Once we know our staffing status, we 

will then look at how that that staffing will be used to 

support our program at Sligo Creek.  We appreciate 

the efforts of the PTA and parents in advocating for 

Dr. Weast’s budget to receive full funding, as well as 

the advocacy for our specific programs. Your voices 

are heard.  

There are many ―unknowns‖ for the coming 

school year and many questions that are still 

unanswered.  I believe that with an amazing staff and 

parents who care passionately about our children, we 

will continue to make great academic strides in spite 

of any changes that may take place with funding and 

resources.  I welcome the challenges and believe that 

we will be a stronger school community as we move 

together, united in our efforts.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

Diantha Swift  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch / Recess Volunteers Needed 
Sligo Creek Elementary School needs parents to 

volunteer to help with its lunch and recess periods.  

Due to space, scheduling, and financial constraints, 

the school only has two to three staff members to 

assign to monitor the students during their lunch / 

recess periods.  Up to 100 students participate in each 

of these periods.  To help to keep the students safe, 

SCES parents in the past have stepped forward to 

volunteer during the lunch / recess periods.  The 

students need parents to come forward again to assist 

during the lunch / recess periods. 

 

Volunteering as a lunch / recess monitor is fun 

and easy.  First, identify which lunch / recess period 

you would like to help with.  You can call the school 

office for the schedule, or find the schedule at 

www.scespta.org.  On the home page, click on Get 

Involved, select Volunteer, and scroll down to SCES 

Lunch & Recess Volunteers, and click on the blue 

―here‖ link to find the schedule.  Come to the school 

at the beginning of your lunch / recess period, sign in 

at the office, and go down to the cafeteria.  Introduce 

yourself to the lunch room staff, and help them to 

monitor the students. 

 

This year, the PTA has established an interactive 

calendar for lunch / recess volunteers on its website.  

To access this calendar, go to www.scespta.org, and 

follow the instructions in the previous paragraph.  

Volunteers are always welcome, whether or not they 

use the calendar, but using the calendar is helpful 

because it allows other volunteers to know when 

other volunteers are coming, and when coverage is 

needed. 

 

Please call me if you have any questions.  Please 

note that volunteering to assist with lunch / recess is 

not a PTA activity or a PTA-sponsored activity, and 

that I am not acting for the PTA in soliciting 

volunteers.  Thanks to the PTA for publishing this 

article in its newsletter and hosting the lunch / recess 

volunteer schedule on its website. 

 

Brian Riley (SCES Lunch / Recess Volunteer 

Coordinator) 

 

 

Upcoming Staff Appreciation Week 
Please start saving glass flower vases.  During staff appreciation week (early May), we arrange vase of 

flowers for each staff member at SCES. We'll have a collection spot soon in the front office so please put 

any you have aside.  Thank you!!  

Marianne Quinn 

Kari McDonough 

Staff Appreciation Committee 

New PTA Secretary 
A big thank you to Diane Kelleher for volunteering to be the PTA Secretary 

this year. 

http://www.scespta.org/
http://www.scespta.org/
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The Third Grade Opera is Coming! 
The Bright Shining Stars Kids Opera Company at Sligo Creek is well on their way to writing, producing, creating 

and performing their third original opera! All Third Grade Students are involved and there are twelve different opera 

jobs that are incorporated into this project.  These student jobs are:  performers, electricians, set designers, stage 

managers, production managers, make-up artists, costume designers, composers, historians, public relations officers, 

carpenters and writers.  Here are the performance dates for our opera: 

 

Monday, Feb. 22, 2010  10:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.  Performance 

School Assembly Performance for Grades K and 1  

Parents Invited 

 

Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2010  10:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.  Performance 

School Assembly Performance for Grade:  2 

Parents Invited 

 

Wednesday, Feb. 24, 2010 7:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.   Performance 

Performance for Parents 

 

Thursday, Feb. 25, 2010  1:45 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.   Performance 

School Assembly Performance for Grades:  4 and 5   Strike 

Parents Invited     

 

 

 

Second Grade Students To Perform Latin American Musical 
It’s time to celebrate!  For the second grade musical this year, we decided to perform music that salutes Latin 

America and it is entitled:  ―Cantamos Americanos‖!!  In this production, all Second Grade Students will be singing 

and adding movement to songs from Paraguay, Peru, Mexico, Chile and the Caribbean.  This performance is 

scheduled for Monday, February 22, 2010 from 2:30 p.m. – 3:10 p.m. in the Sligo Creek Elementary School 

Gymnasium.  Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
  The Sligo Creek Elementary School Silent   
  Auction is set for Friday, April 23. Please 
  note, an earlier date was changed because  
  of a conflicting SSIMS Event. 
  

Right now we are collecting auction donations from all your favorite restaurants, museums, camps, 
theaters, teachers and more. Please consider whether you can donate something to the auction. It could 
be something you MAKE (hand-knit sweater), BAKE (3 birthday cakes over the next year), DO (dance 
lessons) … A donation form will come home with each student. 
 
Soon we’ll be asking each student to bring in an item to include in a Class Basket that each Grade will 
prepare for the auction. Each grade will be given a theme for their basket items. 
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National Geographic Bee
The 2010 National Geographic Bee was held in Sligo 

Creek Elementary School 4
th

 and 5
th

 grade 

classrooms during the months of December and 

January. Congratulations to these class winners: 

 

Emma McIntyre – Mme. Dickson 

Sam Phan - Ms. Perkins 

Ruth Turner– Ms. Reinhardt 

Nora Olagbaju– Ms. Schrank 

Aidan Reilly – Mme Thompson 

Serena Russell – Ms. Conti 

Jacqueline Njib– Mme Falloux 

Isai Valdez - Ms. Greene 

Nicholas Hoddick – Ms. Jones 

Martin Glusker – Mme Kellinger 

The school competition was held on Friday, 

January 22, 2010. Unfortunately, Emma McIntyre 

was absent that day and unable to participate. 

Because of final test deadlines, the competition went 

on, with Pierre Moglen representing Mme Dickson’s 

class. Pierre had been the runner-up during the class 

competition. At the end of the Preliminary 

Championship Round, the two finalists were Martin 

Glusker and Sam Phan. They competed in a very 

difficult Championship Round and Martin won, 

becoming the SCES champion. He then took a 

written test that has been sent in to the National 

Geographic Society to determine if he qualifies for 

the Maryland State Competition.  

Congratulations to Martin and we hope that all 

the effort that he put into the final test will enable 

him to participate in the state competition! Thanks to 

all the students and all the teachers of the 4
th

 and 5
th

 

grades for helping to promote geography education 

by participating in the 2010 National Geographic 

Bee.  

Box Tops — Keep It Up! — Another Submission Deadline is 

Coming Soon 
Keep on sending in your Box Tops!  We’ve collected (and submitted) $267 dollars so 

far, but let’s not stop there!  Check your breakfast cereals, paper and plastic products, and 

snack foods—each little pink box is worth 10¢ to our school.  See if you can fill up an 

envelope of box tops this month, and send them in via backpack marked ―Box Tops‖.  

There are collection folders and boxes located outside of the main office, in the teacher’s 

mailbox area, and in the volunteer workroom.  I will be collecting and submitting Box Tops 

at the end of the month, so now is the time to send these in. 

 

For the complete list of participating products, visit http://www.boxtops4education.com/earn/clip/Brands.aspx 

and here is a link to some helpful coupons http://www.boxtops4education.com/earn/clip/Coupons.aspx  Also, 

register your email address at www.boxtops4education.com to receive coupons and learn about more opportunities to 

earn money for Sligo Creek.  Thanks to all families who have contributed so far. 

 

Lisa Tunick (Ian Becker’s Mom, Mr. Fahmi, 2
nd

 grade) 

ltunick@verizon.net 

301-949-4181 

 

 

 

3
rd

 & 4
th

 Grade Social   

 Wednesday, Feb. 17  

        6:30 to 8:00 pm 

Third and Fourth Grade Students and parents  

please join us in the gym for a fun evening of socializing, crafts and in honor of the  

2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver – a little competition!  

We’ll have $1 slices of pizza to enjoy for dinner and 50-cent drinks and sweets.  

http://www.boxtops4education.com/earn/clip/Brands.aspx
http://www.boxtops4education.com/earn/clip/Coupons.aspx
mailto:ltunick@verizon.net
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French Immersion News 
 

FRENCH IMMERSION OPEN HOUSE DATES  

The next two Open House dates for families 

interested in the French Immersion program at our 

school are February 17, 2010, and March 25, 2010.  

The open houses are from 9:30 sharp to 10:45 and 

they comprise a tour of the school and immersion 

classes, as well as a question and answer period with 

the principal, Diantha Swift, and the immersion 

program coordinator, Donna Gouin.  These sessions 

are not for children, but are designed for prospective 

parents interested in enrolling in the future. No prior 

registration is necessary. Please encourage anyone 

you know who is interested in immersion to attend. 

 

APPLYING TO IMMERSION PROGRAMS 

The window for applying to immersion programs will 

be from February 1 to April 23, 2010. Application to 

immersion programs is by an Immersion Interest 

Form which will be available in late January on the 

website listed below for the Division of Consortia 

Choice.  All parents applying for an immersion 

program MUST fill out and submit this form during 

that time frame, even if you have a sibling already 

in the program! The lottery will be held in early 

May. 

 

Parents interested in learning more about the 

application process for MCPS immersion programs 

can email Mme Gouin 

(Donna_M_Gouin@mcpsmd.org) or consult the 

Division of Consortia Choice and Application 

Program Services (DCCAPS) at 

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/special

programs/ . 

 

Fifth Grade Immersion parents – If you are 

interested in your child attending the French 

Immersion continuation program at SSIMS, you must 

fill out a COSA  (Change of School Assignment) 

form during the transfer period, from Feb. 1 to April 

1. This is obtained at your home middle school, and 

submitted to the principal at that school. It is 

automatically accepted, but must be filled out. If 

SSIMS is your home middle school, you do not need 

to fill out a COSA. 

 

 

 

French Teaching Interns Coming 
Once again the Sligo Creek community will be welcoming three French teaching interns into our school and our 

families from February 6 to March 5, 2010. The four come to us from the Dijon area of France. They are already 

certified teachers in France, but are interested in learning about education in America. They will be teaching with 

immersion teachers, but hope to visit classes in English, as well as some classes at middle school and in high school. 

Eight of our SCES families students will host them for two week periods. We are appreciative of this opportunity for 

our French immersion students to work with native speakers, and hope that this experience will also be rewarding to 

the French teachers, as well as to all of you who get to meet and know them! 

Donna M. Gouin 
French Immersion Coordinator 

 

 

Host Families Needed 
Volunteer host families are needed for a group of 15 French high school students. They will visit from Aug. 1-21 

and will be accompanied by a group leader. Each week the group will go on a full day excursion in the DC area. 

There will also be 2 half day activities each week. Host parents and siblings are welcome to accompany the group 

during weekly activities, but are not required to do so.  

 

Families interested in receiving more information regarding hosting a student can contact me at 301-933-2688 or via 

email at smduverneuil@gmail.com. 

Merci beaucoup/Thanks a bunch, 

Sandi Duverneuil 

 

mailto:Donna_M_Gouin@mcpsmd.org
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/
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PTA and School Calendar 2010 
 

February 15 Presidents’ Day – No School  

February 17 French Immersion Open House 9:30-10:45 am 

February 17 3
rd

 and 4
th

 Grade Social 6:30-8 pm in the Gym 

February 22 2
nd

 Grade Musical 2:30-3:10 pm in the Gym 

February 24 3
rd

 Grade Opera Performance for 

Parents 

7-7:30 pm  

February 26 Early Dismissal  

March 2 PTA Meeting 7 pm 

 
 
SLIGO CREEK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PTA 

Sligo Creek Elementary School 
500 Schuyler Rd 
Silver Spring MD 20910 
 
Web site: http://www.scespta.org/ 
 
Jennifer Lage, President 

jennylage@gmail.com 
 
Suzanne Chartol, Treasurer 
Diane Kelleher, Secretary 
Sara Melnick, Vice President for Events & Fundraising 
Yasmina Mudarres,  Vice President for Coordination 
Laura Foradori, Vice President for Academic Support 
 
Alice Vorosmarti, Newsletter Editor 

vorosmarti@verizon.net 

(301) 495-0821 

 

 

 

Weôre on the Web! 
http://scespta.org/ 

Next PTA Meeting  

March 2, 2010 at 7pm. 
Free babysitting provided. All are welcome. 

mailto:vorosmarti@verizon.net

