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PTA President’s Column

He who chooses the beginning of a road chooses the
place it leads to. It is the means that determine the
end.

--Harry Emerson Fosdick

Happy New Year to all, and welcome to a new
decade with new beginnings. | began the New Year
with a fresh outlook and decided to return to yoga
class after a four-year hiatus. The teacher began the
class with the following three words: Attitude,
Alignment, and Action. She stated that with new
beginnings, it is important to choose an attitude that
eases the trials often found with new starts. The
attitude in turn aids the alignment of your goals, and
pushes you toward action. | took these words to heart
as I reevaluated “my place” in life and my role and
interactions with others. For my attitude, | chose
“enthusiasm,” as the return to yoga felt right. It
aligned with my place in life, my wishes to move
forward, and my willingness to embrace life’s
challenges and rewards.

Principal’s Letter

Dear Parents and Families,

What a pleasant surprise to have three snow
days! We came back extremely well and excited
about approaching the second half of the year. The
downside is that we lost three instructional days, so
we are racing to catch up.

We are acutely aware that for our children in
grades 3-5, the Maryland School Assessment is only
41 days away. We will be spending the time in the
coming weeks reviewing material, conducting
“mock” MSA testing, and monitoring student
performance so that our children are well prepared to
demonstrate all that they know.
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A recession, a deficit, and budget cuts can
influence our attitude in a negative way, but it can
also help us align ourselves and act together to help
our children’s teachers and staff. With each
challenge the school has faced, a dedicated group of
individuals chose an attitude, aligned resources and
acted to advocate for SCES. This happened with the
boundary changes, but also occurred with our
fundraising goals. We continue to face more
challenges and we need more individuals to help the
PTA do our job and support staff. Here are some
things you can do. Bring in food for staff
appreciation, attend the wine symposium, help out
with the Silent Auction, write letters to support your
child’s teachers, volunteer at Beautification Day,
provide snacks during testing, and lastly smile.
Choose your attitude, align your goals and take
action. We all will appreciate it.

Jennifer Lage
PTA President

In our primary grades, students will begin the
MClass assessment this week. This assessment is
administered three times a year to obtain reading data
and to monitor progress in reading. This information
is important in determining the instructional needs of
children. MClass is a county wide assessment.

We are excited that our Student Government
Association is up and running, thanks to Ms. Speaks
and Ms. Jones. The students are demonstrating great
leadership skills and have innovative and creative
ideas as well as a vision for what they want to
achieve this year.

(continued on page 2)




(Continued from page 1, Principal’s Letter)
meet with parents. We will keep you updated with

Many are asking about an update on our our progress.
boundaries. The principals of the schools involved,
Piney Branch (Mr. Generette), Takoma Park (Ms. Thank you for your many kind words of support as
Gadsden), and East Silver Spring (Dr. Morrow), we enter this new year. Your support is foundational
continue to meet with Ms. Mills, our Community to our success as a school. | know that | am blesses
Superintendent. We are working collaboratively in to be your principal and am thankful for a
setting up dates for meetings with the community, tremendous staff and being able to work with
and students. We still have many unanswered children who want to learn. May this year be
questions regarding transferring back to Sligo Creek, memorable for us all.
what about siblings in different schools etc. We are Sincerely,
in the process of contacting other offices to obtain Diantha Swift

answers to questions and to obtain a date that we can

Not Sure About How To Talk To Your Kids About Sex?

Jacquie Sica, health educator in Howard County, Maryland, will be at the next PTA meeting on Tuesday,
February 2 at 7 pm (in the SCES gym) to answer your questions and offer practical advice on how to talk to your
child/ren about health, sex and sexuality.

Ms. Sica has been teaching Human Health and Sexuality in Howard County schools for the past nine years.
During her tenure, she has helped write health education curriculum for the county and for the last 2 years she has
been the summer curriculum coordinator for health. In addition, she has conducted sessions for newly hired Howard
County teachers on teaching family life and human sexuality.

The PTA provides free childcare in the kindergarten hallway for children aged 3 or more, and potty trained.
Meetings are open to all.

National Geography Bee

All Sligo Creek 4th and 5th graders have been
participating in the National Geographic Society’s
National Geography Bee during December and
January. Class competitions are held first in the
classrooms, followed by a school competition of Salamanders! The National geographic Society’s
these class winners to determine the school web site has practice questions to help students
winner. Those students will then take a written prepare.

exam which is sent to the state of Maryland to
determine if he/she qualifies to attend the state
competition. We had SCES winners go to the state
championship the last few years. Bravo

French Teaching Interns Coming

Once again the Sligo Creek community will be welcoming four French teaching interns into our school and our
families from February 6 to March 5, 2010. The four come to us from the Dijon area of France. They are already
certified teachers in France, but are interested in learning about education in America. They will be teaching with
immersion teachers, but hope to visit classes in English, as well as some classes at middle school and in high school.
Eight of our SCES families students will host them for two week periods . We are appreciative of this opportunity
for our French immersion students to work with native speakers, and hope that this experience will also be
rewarding to the French teachers, as well as to all of you who get to meet and know them!

SAVE THE DATES!

% Wine Symposium on February 6
(please see the PTA Web Site for more info and to register)

% Silent Auction on April 23
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French Immersion Open House Dates

The next two Open House dates for families the principal, Diantha Swift, and the immersion
interested in the French Immersion program at our program coordinator, Donna Gouin. These sessions
school are February 17, 2010, and March 25, 2010. are not for children, but are designed for prospective
The open houses are from 9:30 sharp to 10:45 and parents interested in enrolling in the future. No prior
they comprise a tour of the school and immersion registration is necessary. Please encourage anyone
classes, as well as a question and answer period with you know who is interested in immersion to attend.

Applying To Immersion Programs

The window for applying to immersion programs will be from February 1 to April 23, 2010. Application to
immersion programs is by an Immersion Interest Form which will be available in late January on the website listed
below for the Downcounty Division of Consortia Choice. All parents applying for an immersion program MUST
fill out and submit this form during that time frame, even if you have a sibling already in the program! The lottery
will be held in early May.

Parents interested in learning more about the application process for MCPS immersion programs can email
Mme Gouin (Donna_M_Gouin@mcpsmd.org<mailto:Donna_M_Gouin@mcpsmd.org>) or consult the Division of
Consortia Choice and Application Program Services (DCCAPS) at
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/<http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/
specialprograms/> .

Fifth Grade Immersion parents — If you are interested in your child attending the French Immersion
continuation program at SSIMS, you must fill out a COSA (Change of School Assignment) form during the transfer
period, from Feb. 1 to April 1. This is obtained at your home middle school, and submitted to the principal at that
school. It is automatically accepted, but must be filled out. If SSIMS is your home middle school, you do not need to
fill out a COSA.

v’s YMCA Parenting Classes & Free Workshops

i The YMCA Youth and Family Services offers parenting classes and free library workshops in
English and Spanish. For more information and full course descriptions: Call (301) 229-1347 or email:

parenting@ymcadc.org or visit www.ymcadc.or%. To register online: Go to www.ymcadc.org. Click on the Easy
A Youth & Fami

Enroll Iconand search by YMC y Services.

Upcoming Parenting Classes: Parenting Without Threats and Bribes .
Parenting Children Tuesday, January 26, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Free. Davis
Wednesdays, Feb 3 — March 10, 7:00 — 8:30 p.m. Library, 6400 Democracy Blvd., Bethesda

YMCA Ayrlawn Program Center, 5650 Oakmont . . . .

Ave., Bethesda Choosing, Making and Keeping Friends

Monday, February 1, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Free.

. Potomac Library, 10101 Glenolden Dr.,
Family Anger Issues Potomac

Tuesdays, Feb 2 — March 9, 7:00 — 8:30 %.m. Silver
Spring YMCA, Child Development Ctr. 9800

astings Drive, Silver Spring YMCA Servicios Para la Juventud y la Familia:

) o ) Programas para los Padres
Improving Communication Skills for Couples
Thursdays, Feb 4 — Feb 25, 7:00—8:30 p.m. United

Church of Christ, 9525 Colesville Road, Silver Diez Razones por las Cuales los Nifios No Tienen
Spring éxito... y Once Cosas que los Padres Pueden
Hacer

Upcoming Free Library Workshops: Este taller sera en espafiol. Matricula/informacién en

Ten R Children Don’t S d... and espaﬁol: (301) 252-4154
Ef:venez"l'sf?asgs P;rerr?s C(;lrl] Douccee an Miércoles, 27 de enero, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. GRATIS.

Wednesday, January 20, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. Free. Biblioteca de Long Branch, 8800 Garland Ave, Silver
Bethesda Library, 7&00 Arlington Rd., Bethesda Spring.
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Spring Kids’ College

Enrichment Courses

For Students from 2™ through 12" Grade at
Montgomery College. Courses in writing, music,
computing, cartooning, and baseball, and more. The
program begins January 22, 2010. Please visit:
www.montgomerycollege.edu/youth or call 240-567-
7917 for more information.
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PTA and School Calendar 2010

Drop by and Ask MCPS

The Department of Family and Community
Partnerships invites parents and community members
to drop by its office for coffee and conversation with
Montgomery County Public Schools staff. These
events are great opportunities to ask questions, find
out about school system programs and services, and
take home tips on helping children succeed.
Resources are available in six languages, and
bilingual staff members are on hand to answer
questions. Upcoming dates are:

e Friday, January 22, 2010, 9-11 am

e  Saturday, February 20, 10-noon

e  Saturday, April 17, 10-noon
The address is Carver Educational Services Center,
850 Hungerford Drive, Rockville, MD 20850. Come
in the West Entrance.

January 18 Holiday — No school
January 20 Literacy Night for parents, Grades 6:30 — 8:15 pm

3-5
January 25 No school for students
February 2 PTA General Meeting 7 —9 pm in the Gym
February 4 Third Grade Opera 7—7:30 pm
February 6 Wine Symposium

SLIGO CREEK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PTA
Sligo Creek Elementary School

500 Schuyler Rd

Silver Spring MD 20910

Web site: http://www.scespta.org/

Jennifer Lage, President
jennylage@gmail.com

Suzanne Chartol, Treasurer

Diane Kelleher, Secretary

Sara Melnick, Vice President for Events & Fundraising
Yasmina Mudarres, Vice President for Coordination
Laura Foradori, Vice President for Academic Support

Alice Vorosmarti, Newsletter Editor
vorosmarti@verizon.net
(301) 495-0821

We’re on the Web!
http://scespta.org/

Next PTA Meeting: February 2, 2010 at 7pm.
Guest Speaker: Jacquie Sica, Health Educator
Free babysitting provided. All are welcome.
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