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Montgomery County Council 
January 7, 2010

100 Maryland Avenue

Rockville, MD 20850 

Dear County Council members:

The Sligo Creek Elementary School PTA writes to express our support for the FY2011 budget submitted by Montgomery County Public Schools Superintendent Weast. We urge you to support this request as submitted.
If the budget is not fully funded, the proposed budget cuts threaten to harm our schools at a time when Maryland is already falling behind in national rankings. Specifically, Dr. Weast’s suggested cuts would drastically impact successful foreign language programs and other areas that represent a critical investment in the future of our state and our nation (Report of the Task Force on the Preservation of Heritage Language Skills in Maryland, submitted to Governor and Maryland General Assembly January 1, 2009).  

We recognize this is a difficult budget time, but our children’s education is critical to the future strength of our community and our economy. 
  

At Sligo Creek Elementary School in Silver Spring, we are home to the Downcounty French Immersion program, an Aspergers’ program and the neighborhood portion of the school, known as the Academy. Our programs have been dealing with major changes. 

Impact of Boundary Lines and Academy Cuts

During the 2010-2011 school year, the population of the Academy program will change as the result of the redrawing of school boundary lines. With the upcoming loss of approximately 100 students from the Academy program, we anticipate reductions in resources that could negatively impact our school. The Academy has already seen its signature science and math programs cut in half over the past 3 years. Strong local school programs in highly impacted communities are critical and we will continue to advocate for restoration of those two positions. 
Key Results

Sligo Creek’s programs have been very successful. Data from the last year that our school had a full-time science teacher illustrates the success of our science program.  In 2008, 12% of fifth-grade Sligo Creek students achieved advanced scores on the Science MSA, and 63% were rated as proficient, for a combined advanced plus proficient percentage (A+P) score of 75%. Sligo Creek was the highest-scoring school in the Downcounty Consortium; outscored three of the county's eight schools with centers for highly gifted students; outperformed all other schools with language immersion programs except Potomac Elementary, and is competitive with Potomac (77.2%) despite having nearly 10 times the FARMs rate; outscored College Park Gardens, which offers the Primary Years Programme in addition to Chinese Immersion and has a substantially lower FARMs rate (26.1 vs. 15.7%), with twice the percentage scoring in the advanced range; was outperformed by only two schools with higher FARMs rates: Fox Chapel, which hosts a Center for Highly Gifted Students, and Beall, which hosts an MCPS pre-school and a HeadStart program; and demonstrated success in teaching an ethnically diverse student body, with 71.4% of Hispanic students scoring advanced or proficient (versus the Montgomery County average of 47.6%) and 58.6% of African-American students scoring advanced or proficient (versus the Montgomery County average of 50.7%).

Prior Cuts to French Immersion

The French Immersion (FI) program is a model program for preparing our children to excel in this global economy, yet it has suffered dramatic cuts in each of the three previous budgets; cuts that have left the program perilously short of resources. Each year since 2008, funding for reading support, paraeducator support, English instruction (4th and 5th grades), and translation of materials has been reduced or eliminated. The program has been doing its best to recover and Academy and Immersion teachers are working together to meet the needs of all our school’s students. Each year the FI program coordinator must assume additional duties, including weekly teaching sessions with 12 small groups of students who need academic intervention to help them perform on grade level. In January, she will begin teaching English to one 4th grade class and provide English instruction to 3rd grade students in preparation for MSAs. This is on top of administering regular reading assessments, training new teachers, ordering materials, and all the other duties related to managing this program. 

Impact of Suggested Cuts

If Dr. Weast’s budget is not fully funded, several of the cuts he proposes would negatively affect our students. We risk losing our FI program coordinator through cuts to special program teachers, which would be devastating. Paraeducators, reading initiative staff, and academic intervention staff would be at risk. A cut in transportation for immersion students would undercut and severely narrow access to the program. Yet MCPS and other studies show that immersion students in grades 4-8 perform on state tests at higher levels across demographic groups. We have a vital school with three high-quality programs. The staff have been creative in dealing with change and reductions, but the proposed cuts threaten to damage the capacity of our school to serve our students effectively.
We ask you, our elected officials, to fully support the Superintendent’s budget. This will enable Montgomery County Public Schools to fulfill its obligation to county citizens and continue providing a high-quality education to our children.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Lage

PTA President

Sligo Creek Elementary School
cc: State legislators

     Board of Education members


Superintendent Jerry Weast


Ms. Bronda Mills

