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Autism Speaks
http://www.autismspeaks.org/
Autism Society of America http://www.autism-society.org/site/PageServer
Learning Disabilities Association of America
http://www.ldaamerica.us/
Since 1963, LDA has provided support to people with learning disabilities, their parents, teachers and other professionals. At the national, state and local levels, LDA provides cutting edge information on learning disabilities, practical solutions, and a comprehensive network of resources. These services make the Learning Disabilities Association of America the leading resource for information on learning disabilities.

Maryland State Department of Education, Special Education, 
Family Support Services http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/msde/divisions/earlyinterv/infant_toddlers/about/family_support_services
Helpful Directories and Publications
Montgomery County Council of Parent-Teacher Associations, Special Education Committee – Support Groups
http://www.mccpta.com/SupportGroups.pdf
Comprehensive list of local support groups

MCPS Information and Resources: Department of Special Education

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/specialed/infomcps.shtm
MCneeds
 http://www.MCneeds.org
MCneeds is a grassroots organization that advocates for the improvement in the quality of life for individuals with disabilities and their families in Montgomery County, Maryland. Its membership includes parents, advocates, lawyers, teachers and many others. While its focus is primarily special education, MCneeds advocates for and addresses other issues that impact the lives of individuals with disabilities.

The Partnership for Extraordinary Minds 
http://www.xminds.org/
Our goal is to empower parents and teachers with quality information to help them understand high-functioning children on the autism spectrum, to reach them, and to teach them. When parents and teachers work together, dreams can be realized.
Recommended Reading from SCES Parents:

A Mind at a Time, by Mel Levine.  

Excellent exploration of brain development, how kids learn, and how to support different learning styles.

From Emotions to Advocacy: The Special Education Survival Guide by Pam Wright & Pete Wright.

The most comprehensive and practical ‘how-to’ resource guide for parents to advocate for the child’s education.

Smart Kids with Learning Difficulties, by Rich Weinfeld, Linda Barnes-Robinson, Sue Jeweler, & Betty Roffman Shevitz. Focus on GT/LD 

kids.
Special Needs Advocacy Resource Book, by Rich Weinfeld and Michelle Davis. Focuses on how to advocate for your child's needs. Both authors are based in Montgomery County.
The Child with Special Needs: Encouraging Intellectual and Emotional Growth by Stanley Greenspan & Serena Wieder.  Developmental challenges, capacities and interventions explained by two top leaders in the field.
The Out-of-Sync Child: Recognizing and Coping with Sensory Integration Dysfunction by Carol Stock Kranowitz.  The primer for parents and professionals to recognize, cope and treat kids whose sensory systems make them appear awkward, overwhelmed or disregulated.

Unraveling the Mystery of Autism and Pervasive Developmental Disorder: A Mother’s Story of Research & Recovery.  One of the first books to read after someone you know is diagnosed with an autism spectrum disorder.

