PTA meeting May 3, 2011
Helping Second Language Learners at Home 

Immersion students and students studying another second language can be supported at home in many of the ways parents in a regular English program would support their children. We will try to give you some generic ideas for all parents, and some specific to the French language. We hope that these ideas will be helpful.
1. Homework – Homework is a reinforcement of what has been done in the classroom. If a French Immersion student does not understand what to do, something that should be happening in the classroom is not happening: that is, either the student did not understand concept taught in the lesson, or the student did not hear/understand the directions! 
· If this happens infrequently, and you do not speak French, the student or parent can contact another student or parent and ask for the directions. If you speak French, you may help your child with directions or content. 
· If this happens frequently, please contact your child’s teacher. The teacher needs to understand the WHY of the inability to complete the work, and look for a solution to the problem. Learning in the classroom is not taking place, and too much help at home might mask this issue.
· We do not give students English-French dictionaries in class (except under adult supervision). We do not encourage translation, and translation can lead to awkward French, and miscommunication. Also, we do not want students to use a bilingual dictionary as a crutch. We teach them how to “negotiate meaning” in the second language when they do not know a word, and use what they do know to explain what they do not know. So, we would say to use a bilingual dictionary sparingly. 
2. Reading 
· If your primary grade child does not read in English, please do not teach him or her to read phonetically in English, or have him/her tutored in English. We are teaching them letter/sound relationships in French, and teaching a beginning reader both letter/sound systems at the same time can be confusing, especially for a child who might not be ready to “break the code” of reading, or who is having difficulty learning how to read.
· If your child comes into our program already reading in English, this is fine. You may, of course, continue to read with her or him in English.
· The best support you can give your child in reading is to read to him and her. If you don’t speak French, read in whatever your native language is. If you read in French, read in French.
· Reading is a process of decoding (actually reading the words) and comprehending what is read. While you are reading, watching a movie, engaging in normal, everyday activities, you can help with the comprehension piece by using higher order thinking questioning and discussing. This will help your student be able to answer comprehension questions when they do read. 
· Mme Johnston has prepared some information on this. You can refer to the set of discussion questions in her handout for some possible ideas for helping children comprehend stories (whether books or movies, television, etc.) while developing their higher order thinking skills. 
3. Mathematics
· Many mathematical terms are cognates in both languages – statistiques – statistics, périmètre -  perimeter, etc. However, there are some that are not at all alike. Please refer to the Math vocabulary handout for some translations of important MCPS vocabulary.
· Generic games can be fun to play to reinforce math concepts. See handout.
4. Other academic areas
· Science and Social Studies – If you do not speak French, but you know that your child is studying, for example, bees in grade 3, we suggest going to the library and finding books in English about bees to read with your child. You can also visit an area museum to help them develop background knowledge in the topic. Grade 4 studies Native Americans in Social Studies. What a wonderful way to reinforce and enrich the school experience a visit to the Native American Museum would be! You will be sharing in their school experience, and help them by reinforcing the content that they are learning in class. Ultimately your child will have to write their report in French, but that’s what they should be doing! If you speak French, you can go to a French search engine www.Google.fr or www.Google.ca and find information about the topic, but be sure that the information was written for children.
5. Important miscellaneous information
· You can create board games to reinforce concepts/and or vocabulary, spelling words, etc. with your children. Please see attached generic example.
· For ordering books:
· Lectures de France – www.lecturesdefrance.com
· www.amazon.fr.com
·  Monthly Scholastic book club – must be ordered by teacher, but many classes do so with parents’ help
· Most French language book sites will have books sorted by age or grade level. In the early grades, since this is your child’s second language, look for books at a one year lower level. In the upper grades, you might want to stick with your child’s age and grade-level, unless he/she is not reading on grade-level in school.
· Local libraries – The Silver Spring branch and the Davis branch have a good selection.
· Alliance Française – has a library and, at times, has book sales
· Magazines – www.bayardpresse.com Mme Marie-Caroline Russell

· For cultural events – Go to the web sites of the French Embassy, and the other embassies of French-speaking countries and/or the countries that speak the language your child is studying. The Alliance Française is another good resource for cultural events for the French language.
· DVDs come very often with French, Spanish, Chinese tracks. It’s a great idea to get your child’s ear accustomed to the target language (sounds, vocabulary, speed) and develop understanding by watching a favorite movie in the language they are studying with authentic native speaker voices. Older children can stretch their vocabulary a great deal by watching age-appropriate films in the target language. Please refer to the list of questions in from the reading section that you could use while watching a film that can develop children’s comprehension skills.
· YouTube has many short films that can help with language learning – songs, alphabet, numbers, etc.
· Maryvale Elementary School, which houses the other French immersion school, has a list of active links to parent/child friendly web sites on their home page. Some are in French, some are in English: go to www.montgomeryschoolsmd/schools/maryvalees
Then to “Media Center”, then Online Resources, then scroll down to “French”. You will have to investigate a bit to see what works best for your child and you.
· http://stepfan.net/ is another web site with links to French-language parent/student web sites.

********Many of these French language web-sites refer to students’ grades in the French system. For your information:
Maternelle – kindergarten
CP – grade one
CE1 – second grade
CE2 – third grade
CM1 – fourth grade
CM2 – fifth grade
6ème – sixth grade

· M. Zarbo has put together a very comprehensive list of good web sites in English and French with a description of each – see list in separate hand-out. 


